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NEW TALENT STRAND PRODUCER APPLICATION GUIDELINES 2026
 
The deadline for applications is 5:00 pm 22nd June 2026
 
INFORMATION FOR PRODUCERS:
 
The Production Finance Market's New Talent Strand offers international financiers the chance to connect with a curated selection of the most promising emerging feature filmmakers. The New Talent Strand is a critical opportunity for the industry to discover new talent. 

Showcasing filmmakers making their first or second feature, the event also includes training for the selected filmmakers to ensure they are ready to find finance and grow their networks within one of the world’s most unique and respected markets. 

Running on 6 and 7 October 2026, the New Talent Strand of Film London’s Production Finance Market (PFM) is held in association with the BFI London Film Festival. 

The New Talent Strand provides a day of meetings between financiers and filmmaking teams. Film London will programme up to ten meetings throughout the day for each film team. 

Prior to the market, Film London will deliver online training for the filmmaking teams, strengthening their pitches and negotiating skills, preparing them for the financiers they will meet.
 
Film London will also consider projects that are looking for completion money to deliver their film. These projects must be seeking no more than 20% of their production budget for completion.

1.   Who can apply?
· The New Talent Strand (NTS) is for filmmaking teams (producer and director) applying with their first or second feature. Priority will be given to first features, but we will also consider projects that are the second feature for one or both team members where their first feature was not widely released (whether theatrically, on streaming or television) However, if you meet the Main Market’s budget and experience criteria you should apply to that instead of NTS.
· Filmmaking teams only: this is not open to individual filmmakers. It is mandatory for a producer and a director (or writer-director) from each project to attend the New Talent Strand.
· Filmmakers can submit a maximum of two projects (using separate application entries).
· The market is open to fiction (both live-action and animation) and documentaries.
· There is no maximum budget threshold for NTS; however, budgets must be realistic for a debut feature.
· Scripts must be fully developed and ready for finance – this is not a script development programme.
· Producer must have demonstrable experience of physical production and/or financing.
· Director should have proven success in short film or television.
· Project must be viable on the proposed budget.
· For projects looking for completion money, films must be seeking a maximum of 20% of their production budget to deliver.
 
2.   Financiers Attending
 
A curated selection of financiers will attend the market over the course of a day (7 October 2026). Financiers attending may include:
 
· Mature international production and finance companies committed to co-producing/financing films with the UK (and European partners where applicable)
· Film funds from the UK and Europe
· Private equity funds and investors from the UK and abroad, including hedge fund representatives
· Screen agencies or other public funding bodies with financial schemes; and the UK national film bodies and regional agencies that have active production financing schemes
· International film sales companies
· Leading international and single territory distributors committed to film financing
· Post and facilities houses interested in offering in kind equity deals, match funding, and deferred fees
· Music licensing, legal firms and marketing companies offering in-kind and equity collaboration and advice to low/micro-budget film projects
· VOD platforms
 
3.   How to Apply
 
· To apply to PFM’s New Talent Strand please submit a completed online application form via the PFM platform, including all requested information by 5pm Monday 22nd June 2026
· No application fee is required. However, a registration fee will be charged if selected – see below
· [bookmark: _Int_Gw381PT9]The online application form is not a registration form for PFM’s New Talent Strand. Successful applicants will be contacted and asked to complete an online registration form at a later date.
 
Additional documents / information required for application:
· Full script
· Finance plan (max two pages)
· Top sheet budget
· Logline (50 words), synopsis (200 words), director’s statement (300 words)
· Team bios, production company information, links to previous work
 
If you are applying to attend the New Talent strand to source completion financing, you must also provide the following:
 
· URL to an edit of the project to date. This can be an assembly edit. Rushes are not accepted.
· [bookmark: _Int_6Cwlwybz]Top sheet budget showing the spend on the project to date. Note: if you are considered for shortlisting you will be asked for proof of your spend to date which can justify your 20% completion budget.
· One-page outline of the distribution strategy of the film, including any partnerships with sales agents, distributors or distribution platforms.
· One-page outline of the creative plan for the final delivery of the film including any notes on creative changes to the edit submitted
· A breakdown of the completion budget
· N.B. a script is not required for submission for completion financing
 
4.   What does selection include?
 
If selected you will:
· Attend the New Talent strand Prep Week in September (exact dates tbc but likely w/c 14th September). This will take place online.
· Attend the New Talent strand pre-market training day (6 October)
· Attend the PFM Networking Drinks Reception (6 October)
· Attend the PFM New Talent Strand meeting day on 7 October (all teams) 
· Be provided with a schedule of meetings with a range of dedicated film financiers. Film London will ensure each filmmaking team has approximately 7 - 10 meetings throughout the day.
 
The hours of the PFM and training will be 10am – 6pm (with breaks).
5.   Training:
The Film London Talent & Business Development Team will lead training for the New Talent Strand. Online sessions will include successful case studies from previous alumni of the market, alongside external speakers who will present sessions on audiences and markets and the art of pitching, presentation and packaging. During training, each project will be examined in detail regarding script and financial package to ensure it is at the optimum stage to be presented to financiers.
6.   Meetings
 
· The core activity of the PFM is meetings between film teams and financiers
· By applying to attend the New Talent strand you are committing to being in attendance for the full two days of the PFM (6 and 7 October 2026).
 
7.   Delegate Fees, Costs and Assistance
All selected filmmakers will be required to pay a fee of £215 + VAT per person to attend the PFM New Talent Strand.

As this is a very heavily subsidised programme, there are no exceptions to this fee structure. If cost is a barrier, you may want to contact your local screen agency or ScreenSkills, who may be able to provide support with your fee, should you be selected.

Please contact production@filmlondon.org.uk if you have any queries.
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